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What is our Pearl of great price? 
Today we have more of Jesus’ parables in the gospel, 

but their tone and audience are different.  Now it is no longer the 
crowds Jesus addresses, as for the past two weeks, but His 
disciples.  And unlike the focus in the past on the mysterious 
power of growing things, today we hear how wise people seize 
the moment.  There is a treasure to be gained, there are fish to be 
caught and sorted for those of worth.  Like the parables of the 
past few weeks, we are given a story to ponder in our hearts and 
see how they apply to our lives. 

It seems we are always searching for treasure.  We 
spend billions of dollars on lottery tickets each year hoping to hit 
the jackpot.  Metal detectors enable us to comb beaches and 
parks for coins and other possible treasures.  TV game shows are 
growing more and more popular.  Our search for treasure isn’t 
necessarily an indication that we are unhappy with our lot in life; 
it is an indication that we hope for more.  So it is with our life in 
God!  The stories we hear today show us different ways people 
find the Kingdom of God:  by chance, by diligent search, by 
careful discernment. 

The stage is set for the “wisdom” one needs to find this 
great treasure through the first reading with its presentation of 
the great King Solomon and his unusual request from God.  No 
matter how we choose to set out finding the Kingdom there are 
two things that we will all need.  First of all we will need the 
wisdom to recognize the overwhelming worth of the Kingdom 
when it appears, the same wisdom requested by Solomon of 
God.  Secondly we will need the boldness to be willing to stake 
all on the kingdom.  The gospel calls each of us to be wise and 
bold. 

The wisdom that Solomon requested and for which he is 
famous is one of the most valued virtues of the Old Testament 
tradition.  Like Solomon, we must ask for wisdom so that we can 
recognize the great treasure of the kingdom of God when it 
appears.  We all need the “understanding heart” so that we can 
be wise and bold about our discipleship, about recognizing the 
presence of God’s Kingdom and about cultivating grateful hearts 
for the great treasure God has offered us in Jesus Christ.  There 
can be no other treasure than this: to have an “understanding 
heart” and to “know what is right.” 
 The message that we find in the gospels is definitely 
good news.  However, do we live our Christian life as a tedious 
routine or as the joyful response of people who know they have 
found the treasure and the pearl that fulfill all their dreams and 
aspirations?  Ultimately the question we all must ask is: does our 
faith in Jesus make us happier?  The question is worth asking, 
and no one but us can know what the answer is. 
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Confirmation Workshop 
Wednesday, August 20, 2014 
5:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. 
in the Chapel Hall 
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